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A standing-room-only crowd filled the room at 
Crystal Springs Quarry Golf Course on March 
23, 2006 as we kicked off a new golf season.  It 
was truly an exciting night! 
 
Members and guests mingled during the cocktail 
hour to meet new friends and move among the 
tables of information from the chapter and 
sponsors.   
And there was indeed lots of information 
available as the St. Louis chapter outlined 
upcoming clinics, league, social events, and 
tournaments for the 2006 golf year.   
There was an informal fashion show featuring 
some of our favorite EWGA models wearing 
fashions from Golf Discount Stores.    
 
Barb Blanchar, golf pro at Crystal Springs 
Quarry, and Nancy Rodney, Membership Chair, 
(pictured lower right) outlined the EWGA ladder 
of success.  There was information available for 
members to learn more about each “step” on the 
ladder.  From the First Swing to Chapter 
Championship, the goal is to help women grow 
in the game of golf.   
 
The evening began as Brenda Brooks gave us 
insight into the First Tee Programs.  EWGA is a 
sponsor of this USGA Girls Golf program.  First 
Tee participants Jaymie and  Marissa were so 
gracious and impressive as guest speakers. It is 
going to be a lot of fun following their rising 
stars!   We raised over $400 from our spa raffle 
for the benefit of USGA/LPGA Girls’ Golf 
program at Kick-Off.   
 
Thanks to our sponsors for all their help with 
Kick-Off.  Crystal Springs  Quarry Golf Course, 
St Louis Women’s Journal, St. Charles County 
Women’s Journal, Selah Salon & Day Spa, Golf 
Discount, Mitchell Washington of Edward Jones 
Investments, and REV, Real Estate Ventures. 
Great attendance gifts were courtesy of National 
Black MBA Association – St. Louis chapter. 
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The annual EWGA Charity Scramble is scheduled for Saturday, June 10, 2006 at Annbriar Golf Course.  
Start planning your own foursome now for this great event.  
  
The EWGA Charity Scramble benefits First Tee, a program of the LPGA-USGA Girls Golf. 
A partnership between the LPGA and the United States Golf Association, LPGA-USGA Girls Golf, 
provides the opportunity to achieve success, progress in golf and learn life lessons inherent to the game, 
such as patience, respect, perseverance and honesty. Girls Golf creates a healthy environment for girls to 
play golf that, in turn, builds their self-confidence and prepares them to meet the challenges of today's 
world with assurance. 
 
EWGA St. Louis is proud to support this great event.    At our Spring Kick-Off, we raised over $400 in a 
raffle to benefit LPGA/USGA Girls’ Golf.  We used  $300 of the amount for our chapter to be an Eagle 
level sponsor for the national fundraising tournament during the U.S. Women’s Open.  The balance will be 
part of our contribution to the St. Louis area First Tee program.  
 
Watch your email for more information on this event. 
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League Play is scheduled to begin the week of May 15.  We have league play on both Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  Susie Potter and Paula Grahler are league captains.  Right now, league is full for both days and 
we are anticipating adding another day.  If you are still interested in playing, please contact Susie Potter so 
we know how many more players are interested in league.  Also, consider signing up as a substitute league 
player.  We can always use more subs.  Contact susanmariepotter@netzero.com if you would like to sign 
up as a substitute.   
 
A full season of golf play dates kicked off on April 23rd at Aberdeen.  Check the complete list of play dates 
at our ewgastl.org website.  We will also be sending out email notices to sign up for each play date.   
We can always use hosts so if you would like to host a play date, please contact Beth Ann McLane at 
bamclane84nd@yahoo.com. Being a host is easy and a fun way to meet more EWGA members.   As a 
Host, you set up the tee times, meet & greet the members and their guests, and pair up the players.  We 
have play dates at a variety of courses around the St. Louis area.  This way, we get to play a lot of great 
courses over the course of the golf season.  
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Our Education Chair, Janet Popelka, is keeping us busy this year with many remarkable opportunities to 
learn more about golf as well as just play golf!   Thanks Janet, for your creativity in creating some very 
helpful events. 
 
On Thursday, March 30, 2006, EWGA members attended the Heartland Golf School's presentation, It's Not 
Inability, It's Misunderstanding.  Ed LaBeau and Kevin Schaeffer shared simple secrets about golf focusing 
on the pendulum swing. Too many swing thoughts make the golfer lose focus on what is important.  The 



evening was hosted by Mary Phelan and GMAC Financial Services.  ArchYouHungry was the caterer for 
this event. 
 
Barbara Blanchar is again holding a five-week Tune-Up Golf Clinic for us with sessions devoted to putting 
and chipping, pitching, irons, woods and bunkers.  Crystal Springs Quarry Golf Center is offering EWGA's 
recommended golf instruction programs, First Swing and Link Up 2 Golf.  For more information, contact 
Barbara Blanchar at 314-514-0154.  Golf instruction is also available from Sabrina Tate, the golf pro at  
Tower Tee and Bev Miller at Pevely Farms.  Sabrina and Bev presented their golf clinics to our members 
and guests at Kick-Off.   
 
A few members have signed up for our new mentoring program, S.W.I.N.G. - Skillful Women Inspiring 
New Golfers.  This is an excellent way for more experienced golfers to team with newer golfers to help 
new golfers feel comfortable on the golf course.  To sign up and find a mentor or mentee, go to the EWGA 
website and log in to the EWGA Member Only area.  Click on Membership Reports link on the left hand 
side of the Members Only Home page.  Click on the Chapter Rosters folder and then select the S.W.I.N.G. 
Directory.  This will provide you with a printout of the mentors and mentees registered in our chapter.  
Mentors may contact mentees or vice versa to get started.  When a mentor and mentee link up, an email is 
sent to EWGA informing them of the match. 
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This year, one of our goals for EWGA St. Louis 
is to create on-going networking opportunities 
for members in addition to the regular golf 
outings.  We have held putt-putt glow golf, a 
Mardi Gras party, a St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration, Cooking School, and more!  Our 
fabulous Social Committee is coming up with 
something new and different for us for every  
month of the year.  A list of upcoming social 
events is available online at ewgastl.org. 
And, of course, watch your email as we will send 
out notices about two weeks before each event.  
Don’t these folks look like they’re having way 
too much fun !?!?!  You can, too.  Join us at our 
next event.   
 

 
 

We have many new members this year and hope 
to highlight some of you over the year in this 
space.   
First up though, we would like to make sure you 
know “who’s who” at EWGA St. Louis.  Please 
feel free to contact any of us with questions or 
comments.   
 
President – Debbie Brandt 
Director of Tax and Business Valuations 
Milhouse & Neal, LLP 
debbiejbrandt@hotmail.com 
 
Vice President – Mary Phelan 
Director – Commercial Lending 
GMAC Financial Group 
mary.phelan@gm.com 
 
Secretary  - Mary Hizer                                                                                        
Associate Director of Development 
Edgewood Children’s Center 
mhizer@eccstl.org 
 
Treasurer – Debbie  Gill   
Manager – Commercial Services 
Larson Allen Weishair & Company, LLP 
dgill@larsonallen.com                                                                                               

Events coming soon are a night at a murder 
mystery dinner theatre, a wine tasting, and a visit 
to a Chocolate Bar. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Thanks to our sponsors for their support of EWGA St. Louis.  We hope you will patronize our sponsors and 
let them know their support of our club is important to us. 
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